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PREFACE

In Farriss v Axford (No 2)1 Cavanagh J discussed the distinction between 
a liability policy, in which the indemnity sought would be in respect of a 
liability to pay damages to a third party, and a first party insurance policy 
under which an insured person makes a claim in respect of damage to 
their goods.

In Hronopoulos v Building Appeals Board 2 Mukhtar AsJ adopted the 
explanation contained in Sutton on Insurance Law (Lawbook, 4th ed. 
2015), that the peril in first party insurance destroys or diminishes the 
insureds’ person, property or interest or deprives the insured of it’s use.

These essays in relation to first party insurance have been compiled for 
the assistance of insurers and their advisors, brokers, loss adjustors, 
third party administrators and other insurance industry professionals.

It is hoped that the topics covered will afford the reader a greater 
understanding of the process of, and approach to, first party policy 
wordings by the courts, through the detailed analysis contained herein.

Patrick Mead 
Partner Carter Newell Lawyers 
LLB (Hons); LLM: FRI
Registered Adjudicator (BIF Act), 
Graded Arbitrator (empanelled AIAC), 
Accredited Mediator (RI)
Direct Line: +61 7 3000 8353
Mobile: + 61 (0) 414 267 305 
Email: pmead@carternewell.com 

1 [2021] NSWSC 1055, [21].
2 [2022] VSC 376, [52].
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